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Optimising Use of Water for 
Urban Agriculture: Responding 
to the challenge of growing water 
scarcity in Tunisia
The growing scarcity of water in many regions 
around the world is a major challenge for the 
future. Irrigated agriculture is the main user of 
water in many countries, including in Tunisia, 
where the productive use of recycled urban waste-
water and the use of rainwater, along with more 
efficient water use in agriculture, contribute to 





climate	 change	 and	 increasing	 urban	 food	 insecurity,	
research	 is	 being	 undertaken	 by	 the	 Club	 Unesco	 Alecso	
pour	 le	Savoir	et	 le	Développement	Durable	(a	 local	NGO).	
The	research	focuses	on	improvement	of	the	socio-economic	
conditions	of	small	farmers	of	La	Soukra	city	by	making	use	
of	 rainwater	 and	 treated	 greywater	 in	 urban	 agriculture,	
and	 is	 part	 of	 the	 UPE	 Focus	 Cities	 Research	 Initiative,	
financed	 by	 IDRC-Canada.	 The	 research	 project	 seeks	 to	
develop	participatory	models	for	the	sustainable	manage-
ment	 of	 water	 resources	 in	 urban	 agriculture,	 foster	 the	
creation	of	small	agricultural	family	enterprises,	establish	a	
greenhouse	 agricultural	 system,	 and	 integrate	 hearing-	
impaired	 youth	 in	 practical	 activities	 to	 enhance	 their	
community	integration.	
Over	the	past	six	months,	two	pilot	projects	were	initiated	to	
further	 study	 the	 scientific,	 technical	 and	 socio-economic	
aspects	of	setting	up	units	for	the	collection,	storage,	and	use	
of	 rainwater	 and	 greywater	 for	 various	 greenhouse	 crops	










disseminated	 nationally	 and	 internationally	 to	 assist	 in	












Visiting the pilot in La Soukra, Tunis
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